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This sanctuary where Resurrection has gathered foworship now for forty years keeps
alive a Christian architectural practice that goesback much further than one
generation, much further than the two generationshis new part of the building has
been standing.

That practice is the telling of God's story in pictire windows, a practice much more
important in days of yore when there were no bullet inserts, and no bulletins,
because not only could such things not be producedsily, but most of the people in
the pews did not know how to read.

They learned the stories of the faith--stories fronScripture and the lives of the saints--by
seeing them in icons and in the still images of sted glass.

The problem, of course, is that pew sitters were pdéive to the interpretations of the artists
and the preachers who rendered stories they couldohread for themselves.

MOVE 'I_'O BIBLE/ARK WINDOWS




In a sense, the Bible was trapped up in the windowsStories like Noah's Ark, spanning
four chapters in Genesis full of detail and colorfllcommentary, were compressed
into one picture that looks from across the room,fiyou see it at all, like nothing
more than a bird and a boat.

These window scenes can evoke the story but canriolly tell it.



LUTHER WINDOW

It was the gift of Martin Luther to take the Bible out of the window and put it into the
hands of the pewsitter.

He translated it for the first time in over a thousand years into the common language of the
people, and since Gutenberg had just invented theipting press, it was circulated
widely.

Our heritage as Lutherans is a spirituality of theholy Bible, rich with education and
theological thought, heavily verbal, and more inched to trust what is written in
Scripture than what is spoken by the priest.

This heritage grows directly out of Luther's own exerience.

It was by continuing in the biblical word that he dscovered the truth that made him
free.

Specifically, it was Paul's letter to the Romans, hich quotes the prophet Habakkuk to
state thatthe one who is righteous shall live by faith.

These words let in the light for Luther, and he sawhat righteousness came not through
doing things right ourselves but by trusting that Gd had already made things right
with us, for us in the person and work of Jesus Chist.



After years of monastic spiritual rigor that led him to despair, Luther embraced
righteousness not as an impossible standard but adree gift of God's mind-
blowing grace.

Instead of hating God, he suddenly loved God. Heealized that instead of an angry and
condemning judge, God is really a loving, forgivig, welcoming father.

BAPTISM WINDOW

This is why Luther was so excited about baptism, wdre we are claimed as God's beloved
children.

In years to come, when doubts about this plagued i, he hurled an inkwell at the devil
and shouted, "I am baptized!"



FONT

He also taught his students to make the sign of tlegoss every day in remembrance of their
baptism, so important is it to remember who they ae& and who God is.

This understanding of righteousness as our relatiaghip with God made right not by our
effort but by God's amazing kindness in Christ putGod's law in a whole new light.



TEN COMMANDMENTS WINDOW

Not only was it intended to instruct us in good behvior--for civic order, not for salvation—
but it also was intended as a mirror to show us thiave need help and drive us to
God's mercy and forgiveness offered to us freely i€hrist.

Luther embraced Paul's teaching in Romans 3But now, apart from the law, the
righteousness of God has been disclosed, the rightmess of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe.

For there is no distinction, since all have sinneahd fall short of the glory of God; they are
justified by his grace as a gift, that is in Chrigesus, whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective thgh faith.



CROSS & CROWN WINDOW

Our hope of a crown cannot be separated from the oss. Because we cannot reach God's
glory, God's glory reaches to us in God's shame.

The crown of heaven beyond our reach reaches us waay a crown of thorns. It is at the
cross, Luther teaches us, we see the heart of Gadheart which isfor us.



COMMUNION WINDOW

For us, for you, are the words that convey the powerful good newse receive and taste at
Holy Communion.

This is my body, given for you.
This is my blood, shed for you.

This is my life, my forgiveness, my salvation, My pceless and free gift, given for you.
It is almost too good to be true.

It is too good not to be true.
It is certainly hard to accept and to believe, espgally for an earnest, hard-working
German monk--so even faith itself, the power to trat God's outrageous promise, is
not a work we can accomplish but only a gift we careceive, more grace from God.



SPIRIT WINDOW

| believe that by my own strength or understandihgannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord
or come to him Luther wrote, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me throughet
gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me hayl kept me in the true faith, just
as he calls, gathers, enlightens and makes holywiele Christian church on earth...

It is the Holy Spirit, God with us here and now, ttat guides and preserves us in trusting the
beautiful grace and love given in Christ.

It is the Holy Spirit that inspires both the writin g and the reading of the Bible, which is
why we call it "inspired." (Inspirited)

And where have we seen the Spirit before, represead in this window as a dove?



RETURN TO ARK WINDOW

Flying over the ark, which has since the earliest Rristian days has been a picture image of
the church.

Church buildings are traditionally built like upsid e down boats, and the main area where
we gather for worship together, that we call the sactuary, the architects call the
nave, like navy, from the Latin word for ship.

The story of Noah's ark is our story.

We gather into this building seeking shelter from he storm, life in the midst of
swirling death, rescue and relief from the danger ad disaster all around us.

We are a sign of salvation adrift in a world drownng in despair.

But that's not the whole story, of course; an ark hat stays closed up begins to smell,
and so does a church.

That is why the witness of these windows includeké fact that they open.

OPEN WINDOW



"Shut the window, Pastor!"--it's cold out there.
The truth often is.
But God's wind, the Holy Spirit, is the air we needo breathe to survive.

SHUT WINDOW

Yet even when the windows, or our hearts or our mids, are closed, all is not lost.
The windows still let the light come through.

And not only can the light come through from God'sheaven to our little ark.

The light can also shine from in here out into thevorld.
This building, you see, is a beacon, a candle baxfChicago.
The light in here is a blessing for the world outhere.

What shines in this room is filtered out with unique color for the world out there...

in the colors and contours of Luther's story and ars,

in the colors of earth and sky which meet togetlmen Christ,
in the colors of the rainbow that hangs in the skyver the opened ark and on our
sign that proclaims to the world that God's children of every sexual orientation are
welcome here because St. Paul and Martin Luther werabsolutely right that the law
is trumped by love, that we're all sinners saved bygrace, that God is not an angry
judge but a loving father.

Resurrection Lutheran Church is a candle box for acold world suffocated by legalism and
battling darkness and despair, and our windows renmd us who are we called,
gathered, enlightened and made holy to be: the lig of God's smile upon the
battered and beloved world.

The light doesn't just escape this building throughthe windows--it shines in our eyes and in
our lives.



FONT/DOORS

That's why all who are baptized here are given a calle and the words of the Light of the
World: let your light so shine before others that they msge your good works and
give glory to your Father in heaven.

God's light goes out not only through our windows bt also through our doors.

Today, 40 years on, thanks be to God!--those dooase still open.



